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The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  act  as  ex-officio  members  of  all  Committees  and 
Sub-Committees  of  the  Council  (except  the  Rating  Committee). 


Pumping  Station,  Waneham  Bridge, 
Metheringham. 

Telephone  No.  230. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my 
report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  District  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1946. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  102,178 

Population,  1943  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21,840 

1946  .  22,170 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1921  ...  3,825 

1945  .  6,317 

T  -  1946  .  6,348 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1921  ...  4,301 

-  1931  ...  4,931 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1946)  ...  ...  ...  £103,627 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £426 


The  usual  pursuits  were  carried  on  in  the  District,  as  also  Crop¬ 
drying,  Flax  manufacture  and  Pest  Control. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births- 

-Legitimate  412 

219 

193 

Birth  Rate  20.16 

(18.1) 

Illegitimate  35 

18 

17 

Still  Births 

.  16 

9 

7 

Rate  per  1,000 
Total  Births  34.6 

Deaths 

.  267 

145 

122 

Death  Rate  12.04 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  inconsequence  )  from  sepsis  0 

of,  childbirth  . from  other  causes  1 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  I  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  -Total  49.2. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhaea  (under  2  years  of  age) .  0 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Pneumonia  was  accountable  for  3.5%  of  the  deaths.  Cancer  1 7.6%. 
Heart  Disease  28.9.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory,  2%.  Influenza,  2.6%. 

Infantile  mortality  is  somewhat  above  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  the  HEALTH  SERVICES  in  the  AREA 

These  are  substantially  the  same  as  in  the  year  previous. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Salvage 

The  following  has  been  collected  and  disposed  of  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  under  the  control  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 


• 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrts. 

Paper  ... 

27 

14 

3 

Textiles 

— 

6 

2 

Bones  ... 

1 

18 

3 

Iron  and  other  Metal 

» •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

Total  Weight  30  0  0 

Total  value,  £192  8s.  6d. - 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

During  the  year  Inspections  have  been  made  as  follows  : — 


Horse  Slaughterers,  Carcases  Inspected 

•  •  •  »  •  • 

192 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

•  •  •  •  *  * 

53 

Bakehouses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

32 

Workshops 

•  •  •  *  i  » 

27 

Drains  tested 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

176 

Housing  Inspections  ... 

•  •  *  ♦  •  • 

94 

Inspections  on  complaints 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

161 

Inspections,  re  Nuisances 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

111 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  ♦  •  •  •  • 

50 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

•  •  •  •  ♦  • 

56 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

•  •  ♦  •  ♦  • 

50 

Houses  Disinfected 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

13 

Water  Samples  taken .  . 

♦  *  *  •  •  • 

38 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12 

Visits,  re  Sewer  Dykes 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

81 

Visits,  re  Water  Supples  to  Premises 

•  •  •  •  •  ♦ 

119 

Visits  to  Council  Houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

606 

Sewage  Works,  etc. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

29 

New  Water  Connections 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

Houses  in  course  of  erection 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

801 

Scavenging  . 

•  •  »  •  •  • 

378 

Rural  Housing  Survey  (Houses  Inspected) 

•  •  •  •  *  » 

545 

Civil  Building  Control  .  •  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

148 

Visits  to  Conversion  of  Military  Premises  to  Housing  use  ... 

57 

3 


Food  Condemned 

Beef  . 

Horseflesh 
Horseflesh  Offals 
Livers 
Margarine 


179  lbs. 

1  Carcase  and  2  forequarters 
..,  ...  3  cwts. 

29 

•••  •••  •••  / 

...  ...  ...  72  lbs. 


Scavenging 

The  Scheme  prepared  by  your  Inspector  for  the  scavenging  of  the 
District  was  approved  by  the  Council,  and  as  a  preliminary  Two  8-cubic 
and  One  ten-cubic  yard  capacity  vehicles  were  ordered  in  April  last, 
and  we  are  still  awaiting  delivery. 

Six  Parishes  are  at  the  moment  being  scavenged  by  Contract  and  two 
by  direct  labour  by  the  Council. 


Housing  Survey 

345  houses  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  bringing  the  total 
to  870. 

The  Officer  appointed  to  carry  out  this  survey  has  had  to  devote 
a  great  deal  of  his  time  to  the  inspection  and  investigation  of  applications 
for  Licences  under  the  Civil  Building  Control  delegated  to  the  Council 
by  the  Ministry  of  Works.  This  has  seriously  interfered  with  the 
Housing  Survey. 


Housing  Generally 

Out  of  the  34  permanent  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  the 
year,  26  are  now  occupied,  and  the  work  on  the  remainder  has  been  slow. 

Tenders  have  been  let  during  the  year  for  116  houses,  and  work 
is  in  progress. 

46  houses  have  been  completed  by  private  builders. 

45  Prefabricated  aluminium  houses  have  been  erected  during  the 
year  and  have  proved  a  god-send. 

It  does  not  need  me  to  again  report  on  the  housing  conditions  in  this 
District.  These  are  universal  throughout  the  Country,  but  the  Council 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  zeal,  sparing  neither  time  or  expense  in 
trying  to  get  the  houses  built  only  to  be  thwarted  in  their  endeavours. 


Water  Supply 

A  scheme  has  been  provisionally  approved  by  the  County  Council, 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health,  for  further  extensions  to  cost  approximately 
£40,000  and  permission  to  advertise  for  tenders  will  shortly  be  made 
to  the  Ministry.  This  will  embrace  the  Parishes  of  Thorpe-on-the-Hill, 
Whisby,  Eagle,  Doddington  and  North  Scarle,  not  now  supplied  by  a 
mains  supply  and  to  the  improvement  of  services  in  existing  Parishes. 
This  will  benefit  agriculture  to  a  large  extent. 


4 


When  the  above  is  completed,  all  Parishes  in  the  District  will  have 
a  public  supply,  but  there  will  still  remain  isolated  houses  and  farms 
where  the  cost  of  laying  will  at  the  moment  be  prohibitive.  However, 
this  will  come  in  time  and  I  hope  to  see  the  day  when  every  homestead, 
whatever  its  isolation,  has  the  means  to  connect  up  with  some  main  in 
the  vicinity. 

When  I  was  appointed  over  20  years  ago,  only  four  Parishes  out  of 
42  had  a  public  supply  and  the  majority  of  these  were  against  any 
improvement.  As  1  have  said  when  the  above  scheme  is  completed 
every  Parish  will  have  that  supply,  and  will  embrace  nearly  200  miles 
of  water  mains. 

Samples  of  water  are  regularly  taken  by  your  Officers  and  any 
suspicion  as  to  the  purity  is  immediately  reported  to  me.  During  the 
past  year,  the  waters  have  been  of  a  high  standard  of  purity. 

Sewerage 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  Report  Schemes  are  being  prepared  for 
all  the  Parishes  on  a  long  term  policy,  and  this  is  as  far  as  we  have  got. 
The  Ministry  has  held  a  public  enquiry  for  the  North  Hykeham  Scheme 
and  that  is  as  far  as  we  have  got  with  this. 

Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act,  1936. 

31  Preliminary  Notices  have  been  served  during  the  year.  49 
Statutory  Notices  have  been  served  and  32  have  been  complied  with 
by  the  Owners. 

The  Council  have  carried  out  work  in  default  of  Owners  to  the 
amount  of  £61  3s.  lid. 

1,388  inspections  have  been  made  in  the  District  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis  (New  Cases  in  1948) — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Total 

16  3 

0  2 

Deaths 

3  2 

0  1 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

I.  Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 

Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time 
up  to  31st  December,  1946. 

Age  at  31.12.46  ...  Under  1  1  2  3  4  5  to  9  10  to  14  Total 

i.e.  Bom  in  Year  ...  1946  1943  1944  1943  1942  1937-1941  1932-1936  under  15 

Number  Immunised 

North  Kesteven  R.D.C.  1  117  226  194  202  997  1365  3102 

Estimated  mid-year  v - v - J  y - v - ’ 

population  ...  1870  3160  5030 

II.  Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths  in  Relation  to  Immunisation. 

No.  Cases  notified  12  14 

Deaths  None 
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DISEASES  , 

TOTAL 

CASES 

NOTIFIED 

CASES 

ADMITTED 

TO  HOSPITAL 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Small  Pox  . 

____ 

- 

— 

Scarlet  Fever . 

20 

12 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

17 

10+ 7  in  BMH 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (Paratyphoid)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

14 

— 

10 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

7 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

31 

— 

— 

Dysentry  . 

3 

2 

— 

Malaria  (r)  . 

— 

— 

— 

GENERAL  REMARKS 

Diphtheria  cases  totalled  17,  of  which  3  were  non-civilian,  6  were 
at  a  Mental  Hospital,  and  only  2  were  young,  aged  4  and  5  years,  and 
had  not  been  immunised  ;  the  others  were  adults  and  the  one  fatal  case 
was  49  years  of  age.  Thus  the  age  emphasis  in  Diphtheria  seems  to  be 
shifting  as  a  result  of  Immunisation. 

Housing  is  still  a  “pain  in  the  neck,’’  owing  to  the  many  controls, 
bottlenecks,  departments,  and  now  actual  shortage  of  all  raw  materials, 
particularly  wood.  We  have  always  been  progressive  in  this  regard 
and  our  heart-break  at  not  being  able  really  to  get  a  move  on  in  this  respect, 
is  intense.  Festina  lente  perhaps  fits  the  present  case.  There  is  such 
a  tragic  situation  in  the  country  that  the  only  criterion  should  be  “  how 
can  we  produce  the  maximum  number  of  houses  in  the  minimum  time,” 
and  all  red  (or  other)  tape  obstructing  should  be  cut  ruthlessly. 

From  a  general  health  point  of  view  there  seems  to  be  a  definite 
increase  in  nervous  ailments,  neuritis  and  functional  digestive  disorders. 
The  total  of  such  cases  might  be  considered  staggering,  say  being  up  to 
30%  of  illnesses  suffered  by  people  of  all  ages.  The  rate  in  people  over 
65  was  much  higher  than  in  the  younger  groups.  This  is  probably  due 
to  all  the  frustrations  in  food  and  clothes  and  enjoyment  generally,  which 
weigh  more  heavily  on  the  old  than  on  the  young. 

There  has  also  been  a  marked  excess  of  minor  ailments  and  illnesses 
of  all  ages  and  in  both  sexes.  But  fortunately  severe  illness  did  not 
show  any  increase  of  note.  Perhaps  this  can  be  explained  by  the  recent 
steady  advance  in  the  knowledge  and  use  of  the  M.  &  B.  groups  and 
Penicillin  and  its  derivatives. 

Rheumatism  rate  increased  amongst  both  men  and  women  of  all 
ages,  and  diseases  of  the  heart  and  arteries  caused  considerable  incapacity 
amongst  old  people,  and  more  particularly  amongst  women.  Is  this 
because  mere  man  “  retires  ”  but  woman  must  perforce  go  on 
working  in  the  home,  etc.,  right  to  the  end. 
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It  is  noticeable  that  man,  young  and  old,  is  much  more  prone  to 
colds,  bronchitis  and  other  resperatory  disease  than  is  the  weaker  sex. 

In  view  of  the  longer  length  of  life  and  the  increase  in  proportion  of 
older  people  in  our  population  the  science  of  gerontology  will  have  to  be 
more  seriously  considered  in  all  its  aspects,  as  indeed  it  is  already  by  a 
few  progressive  bodies. 

The  “  country’’  is  coming  into  its  own  and  the  amenities  of  the  town 
must  be  more  and  more  accorded  to  the  country,  good  education,  housing, 
food,  transport,  electricity,  water  and  sewage  disposal.  Though  we  have 
travelled  very  far  in  the  last  quarter  century  there  is  still  much  to  do. 
No  farm  should  be  without  pure  water,  no  village  without  a 
modified  if  not  perfect  sewage  scheme.  How  slow  can  be  the 
progress  in  this  respect  one  can  know  from  the  experience  of  North 
Hykeham.  But  if  one  progresses  so  slowly  when  one  is  enthusiastic 
what  can  be  the  fate  of  many  country  districts. 

With  all  our  moans  we  can  still  be  proud  of  our  “young  stock’’ 
in  the  country,  which  have  benefited,  like  the  young  everywhere,  by  the 
ante  and  post  natal  care  of  mothers  and  the  provision  of  milk  and  vitamins 
for  the  youngsters,  particularly  in  their  early  and  school  years. 

For  the  progress  made  in  our  district  we  must  give  thanks  to  an 
energetic  and  enlightened  council  whose  members  will  back  their  keen 
sanitary  staff  ;  to  all  of  whom  I  once  more  accord  my  heartiest  thanks. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  SHARRARD. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


M 

F 

M 

F 

1  Typhoid  and  para¬ 

21  Bronchitis  ... 

8 

7 

typhoid  fevers 

22  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

3 

2  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

23  Other  respiratory 

3  Scarlet  fever 

diseases  ...  ... 

2 

1 

4  Whooping  cough  ... 

1 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

5  Diphtheria  ... 

1 

Duodeum 

6  Tuberculosis  of  re¬ 

25  Diarrhoea,  etc  (under 

spiratory  system  •  •  • 

3 

2 

2  years) 

7  Other  tuberculosis 

26  Appendicitis 

diseases  ...  ... 

1 

27  Other  digestive 

8  Syphilis 

diseases  ...  ... 

3 

5 

9  Influenza  ... 

3 

4 

28  Acute  and  chronic 

1 0  Measles  . 

nephritis 

3 

1 

1 1  Ante  Polio-Myelitis 

29  Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

12  Ac.  Inf.  Encephalitis 

1 

1 

30  Other  maternal 

1 3  Cancer  of  bucc.  cavity 

causes 

1 

and  uterus  ... 

1 

2 

31  Premature  birth 

4 

1 

14  Cancer — Stomach  & 

32  Congenital  malform¬ 

duodenum  ... 

7 

4 

ations,  etc. 

5 

4 

15  Breast 

1 

3 

33  Suicide 

1 

16  All  others  ... 

15 

14 

34  Road  Traffic  Accident 

1 

1 

17  Diabetes 

3 

35  Other  violence 

3 

3 

1 8  Cerebral  haemorr¬ 

36  All  other  causes  ... 

16 

11 

hage,  etc.  ... 

8 

14 

i 

n 

19  Heart  disease 

43 

34 

20  Other  circulatory 

All  causes  ...  ...  143 

122 

diseases  ...  ... 

6 

4 

M. 

F. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1  year 

-Total  ...  16 

6 

Legitimate  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

• 

14 

• «  •••  •  • •  1* 

6 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

• 

•  •  •••  •••  2 

Live  Births — 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 

F. 

237 

210 

219 

193 

18 

17 

Stillbirths — T  otal 

Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate 


9  7 

9  7 


Population 


•  •  • 


22,170 
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